The strange case of the "lumper" lamin A/C gene and human premature ageing.
Gary Rosenberg said of conchologists that they "are often characterized as lumpers or splitters. From one perspective, splitters recognize more species than really exist, and lumpers go around fixing the resulting damage." The recent explosion in the number of identified mutations within the LMNA gene, which encodes two protein products lamins A and C, has allowed the identification of an allelic series of disorders, all caused by mutations within this one gene. Hence, LMNA might be thought of as a "lumper" gene. These results have initiated analysis of the relationship between disease phenotype and gene, and have led to dramatic advances in our knowledge of the dynamic and complex organization of the nuclear architecture.